Blasting off this Fourth of July
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Known as “Independence
Day” and commonly regarded as
the most festive day in America,
the Fourth of July brings streamers
of red, white & blue, parades, vari-
ous forms of musical entertainment
and, of course, firework displays
that can be seen for miles around.
Generally speaking, these festivities
result in a good time had by all.

Such celebrations can take
a quick turn with a single firework
gone awry. Thus, it is essential that
certain safety measures be imple-
mented.

For starters, never allow
adolescents (toddlers or teenagers)
to handle fireworks.

Establish a ‘safe zone’ on a
hard surface in a clear, open area in
order to avoid fire or a damaging
collision. Allow only designated
workers in the zone and make sure
it is well-equipped with easily ac-

cessible water reserves.

Have an organized crew of
properly suited adults handle the
fireworks in the working zone, and
ensure these individuals are aware
of proper handling procedures
(namely to keep clear of fireworks
and light only one item at a time —
with caution).

Get Rolling with RAGBRAI
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RAGBRAI is here!
and counties across the state are

Towns

scrambling with their last minute
preparations for the 37th Register’s
Annual Great Bicycle Ride Across
Iowa, the longest, largest and oldest
touring bicycle ride.

RAGBRAI began in 1973,
when two reporters rode across
Iowa to deliver views from a bike.
Since then, the annual event, which
is sponsored by The Des Moines Reg-
ister, has grown tremendously.

In the week’s travel be-
tween RAGBRAI's July 19 kick-off
in Council Bluffs and its finish in
Burlington on July 25, nearly 10,000
Registered RAGBRAI riders (and

thousands of other party-goers) will
make overnight stops in Red Oak,
Greenfield, Indianola, Chariton, Ot-
tumwa and Mt. Pleasant.

Though RAGBRALI’s official
hours are from 6 AM - 6 PM, the
vast majority of riders won’t turn in
early. Many will set up camp in the
official campgrounds of the “over-
night towns” and partake in the nu-
merous events and activities made
available to them.

Generally speaking, RAG-
BRAlers are known to have a good
time; however, the week-long bicy-
cle ride isn’t always fun and games.
Unfortunately, there have been mul-
tiple deaths associated with the an

And don't be fooled: light-
ing isn't the only time fireworks

pose a threat. As explosives, they
are always dangerous and must be
properly stored and transported.
The events and festivities
surrounding such glorious displays
are well-worth the financial contri
bution for the event; however, an
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Recreation Facilities and Loss Prevention

As mentioned time and time
again, summer is here! And it is defi-
nitely something to get excited about.
The sunny Midwest weather provides
numerous opportunities for backyard
barbeques, outdoor picnics and naps
under the shade tree.

It also presents the perfect oc-
casion to verify playground, parks and
recreation equipment are up-to-date in
terms of safety and accident preven-
tion (especially considering July is Na-
tional Recreation and Parks month and
families across the country are encour-
aged to explore and enjoy local parks).

In order to do so, it is essential
to conduct a thorough investigation of
related properties and to replace any
and all broken pieces with commercial

quality parts. Develop a complete fa-
cilities checklist and schedule routine
maintenance of such facilities.

For swimming pools, sport
and playground facilities, such up-
keep is necessary to ensure all proper-
ty, equipment and tools are up-to-date
and in proper working order.

If sponsored events (includ-
ing camps, clinics, classes and lessons)
are to occur, Members must be certain

not only to have liability coverage but
also “goodwill coverage.”

In a similar effort to protect
against liability, it is necessary to post
a set of guidelines outlining behaviors
that are or are not acceptable at each
individual recreational facility.

Such amenities typically exist
for one primary purpose: to provide
recreational, social and educational
opportunities for users. In order to
successfully provide for such oppor-
tunities, facilities not only need to post
but also enforce the established code
of conduct.

Such conduct policies estab-
lish guidelines for safety, guard users’
right of access to the facility, protect
resources from damage and help safe-
guard the Member from liability in the
event a rule is broken and an injury is
sustained.

REMINDER
The Annual lowa League of Cities Conference & Exhibit will be

held September 23-25 at the RiverCenter and Radisson in
downtown Davenport. Stop by and visit our booth!

Underwriting Environment is Improving

The last few months have
proven difficult for markets across the
board; fortunately, however, the prop-
erty and casualty coverage market is
on the upswing (National Underwriter
P & C (2/16/2009, p. 8).

It seems clients are finally re-
alizing quality underwriting is key.

Generally speaking, clients
fall into one of two classes: 1) those
who select a carrier based on quality
and are willing to pay more in order to
get a job done right and 2) those who
view insurance as an expense and aim
to pay as little for it as possible.

Give them a year or two and
the latter will learn their lesson.

Unfortunate as it is, several
claims have been filed which have
forced members to realize that, though

their coverage plan may be more ex-
pensive, top-of-the-line coverage is
well-worth the financial contribution.

It is true the underwriting
process can be somewhat lengthy;
however, certain procedures make a
world of difference when it comes to
the quality of coverage provided.

Underwriters must demon-
strate careful risk selection, develop
producer relations, adapt pricing and
process policies efficiently in their at-
tempt to provide a package tailored
specifically for each entity.

Members and outside organi-
zations alike are realizing that, though
it can be time consuming, going
through these steps with quality un-
derwriters ensures a coverage pack-
age suited to their needs.



Free Online Training for Members

The ICAP Board of Directors
has extended their waiver of fees for on-
line training courses through 2009.

This
available exclusively to ICAP members,

opportunity, which is
entitles each to take up to four online
courses free-of-charge during the given
calendar year.

Courses cover three main top-
ics, including safety, human resources
and healthcare, and are accessible via
ICAP’s Online Resource Library.

To register:
e Visit www.icapiowa.com

Each course takes approximate-
ly 2.5 hours to complete and provides

insight into effective loss prevention.

¢ Click on the “Loss Control” tab at the top of the page and log in

e Select “Online Training Library” at the far left side of the page

® Choose a topic of focus
¢ Click to order and begin!

REMINDER
ICAP’s 2009 Agent Seminars will be held:
November 3 in Carroll

November 4 in Coralville
November 5 in Johnston
CEC member credits have been applied for.

RAGBRAI Rides Across lowa

nual event. As such, participating cities
& counties are inevitably faced with cer-
tain liabilities (in fact, several Members
have been involved in related claims).
To a certain degree, bicyclists

should abide by safety and etiquette
standards to ensure their own well-be-
ing; however, the primary responsibility
for safety falls onto the shoulders of the
municipalities hosting the event.

In order to minimize possibili-
ties of liability, Members should conduct
an investigation to ensure all roads and
facilities are properly maintained; in the
event a hazard does exist, repair the po-
tential threat and make a conscious ef-
fort to notify riders of any dangers that
may still be present.

Road signs denoting upcoming
curves, speed recommendations and
areas of decreased visibility should be
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posted in discernible locations.

Road blockages should be used
as a means of directing riders to areas in
which they should or should not travel
and announcements should be made de-
claring other issues that arise.

As a potentially liable party (in
the event an accident occurs), Members
must take every precaution to safeguard
against possibilities of negligence or
wrongdoing. Even after the above sug-
gested measures are taken, it is neces-
sary to provide ample supervision at the
event in order to ensure proper safety
measures are taken and to lessen the
likelihood that an injury will occur.

As an ICAP member, you may call 1-800-814-8799 with any employment-related questions. This
line is available Monday through Friday, 8 AM - 5 PM (except holidays). Please remember, this service is

intended as a compliment to (rather than a replacement for) your own legal counsel.
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Fireworks “How to”

accident can quickly detract from their
luster.

In order to avoid such down-
falls, responsible parties should do
their best to ensure the areas and in-
dividuals related to such fireworks
displays meet the specifications for ad-

* Woodbury County Fair Association

equate safety and liability coverage.
additional

and a fireworks safety checklist, visit

For information
our Loss Control Resource Library by
clicking the “loss control” tab at www.
icapiowa.com or contact our Loss Con-
trol Department at 1-800-239-7557.

* Harrison County Fair Association

* Winneshiek County

Agricultural Association * Buchanan County Emergency Management Commission * Adair County

Fair Association
tion

* Shelby County Fair Association
Agricultural Society * County Social Services

* Wapello County Agricultural Fair Association, Inc.
* Calhoun County Exposition
* Page County Agricultural Fair Association

* Linn County Fair Associa-
* Plymouth County 4H &

* Buchanan County Fair Association * East Pottawattamie County Fair Association * Monona County
Fair Association * Marcus Community Fair * Dallas County Fair Association * Lee County Fair

Association, Inc. * Adams County 4-H Youth Fair Committee

* November 18-20 in Coralville

to Debra

Hartman, City Clerk for the City

of Sheffield, for winning an iPod Shuffle in

our newsletter survey drawing!



